Survey No.

R3639
. - Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1. Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Lalachi Hoss House (Ilullsville - Mt. Winans)
and/or common
2. Location
A 1 q g S e :
street & number 2420 Muron Street ____not for publication
Tol+3 mere
city, town S B LIBOTE ____ vicinity of congressional district
state | 2ryland county Feltimore City
- - L]
3. Classification
Category Ownership Styus Present Use
— district ____ public __" occupied —__ agriculture ____ museum
building(s) _ V' private ____unoccupied —_ commercial ____park
_J structure ___ both ____work in progress ___ educational o private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —religious
_ object ____in process _V_ yes: restricted —___government - scientific
—___being considered ____ yes: unrestricted — industrial ___ transportation
_vnot applicable __  po ____ military ___ other:

4. ownel' Of Propertv (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name t‘alachie Ross
street & number 2420 Iuron Stre=t telephone no.:
clty, town Baltimore, Maryland 212%3&tate and zip code

5. Location of Legal Description

. j ILand R rds R

courthouse, registry of%leeds, etc. nd Records Room liber
street & number District Courthouse folio
city,town ~2ltimore, lMaryland state

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ state ____county ____ local

—epository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description survey No.

Wl

N
A
40

03ndltlon Check one clyck one

—~ excellent _ deteriorated ____ unaltered —~ original site

___good ___ruins __ altered ___ _moved date of move
— fair _____ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its

various elements as it exists today.

B3639 2420 Furon S reet TFullsville INalacnie Ross c¢. 1880

The Ross House appears to be a minieture; frzction —of
a—georstamrHonse-in-the vernacular form with ITtaliante trim on
the gabled roofline. An arched chimmey protrudes from the low
pitch of the side elevation. %he house is located in the
historically black community of Nt. Winans. This section of
Mt. Winens has been identified as Hulsville by the older black
residents.

The house is locatec on a block which is boundeg by
Hollins Ferry Road on the north, Huron Street to the eest, Harmon
Road on the fouth and Ridgeley Aven. on the west. The lot is
located within Hull's Addition in an urbanized area about seven
miles south west of Baltimore's Inner Harbor area. The lots
are organized in a typical grid pattern with the exception of
their having long, rectangular plat lines. Hullsville is a comm-
unity which is bouaded by Hollins Ferry Road on the north and
east, and the B& Railroad on the south and west. The topography
of the community indicates very minor variations in elevation al-
though the general slope is towards the northeast, Innexr-Harbor
wet=—weys. Vegetation is very sparse, only 2 few trees exist
in the area and hedges have been generally unattended and zre
overgrown on the few sites where they had been planted.

The Ross House is three bays wide and rests on a low found-
ation. It has a very low pitched gable roofline, with & cross
cable crnamented-epex at the center of the structure. A porch on
the first storey is enclosed with screen and a utilitcarian support
system. Current wincows are double hung, single paned with
simple trim. The fenestration is symmetrically placed on the
fromtelevation. The house is defined by a rock faced stone
ferice and it is typical of other houses in thne community and
indicates that the builder was inspired by Gothic and pre-
Victorian detailing.



8. Significance Survey No. P3639

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
—_prehistoric _ archeology-prehistoric _~_ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion
-1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic —___conservation —law —_science
~1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___economics — literature — sculpture
— 16001699 ____ architecture — education — military — social/
— 17001799 ____art ___engineering — music humanitarian
__¥1800-1899 ____ commerce —__ exploration/settiement ____ philosophy — theater
— 1900- — communications — industry — politics/government ___ transportation
____invention — other (specify)
specific dates C: 15C0 Builder/Architect Unknowr:
check: Applicable Griteriat: _ A _ B C _ D
and/or
Applicable Exception: _ A B _C _ D _E _F _ G
Level of Significance: _ natiomal _ state _ local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.

236352

Fone available.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references

S e ] S e e

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

o I T T IR | |
S T T T T Flod b Lo Lol
(Y I I I T T T T T ] L] | |

Verbal boundary description and justification
2420 Huron St.
Parcel: also known as Full's Addition

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Earbara Collins Turner

organization organ State University date Jarnuary 1983
street & number Center for Built Environment Resedelephone 444~3225
cityortown I1altimore, Maryland 21239 state

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust
Shaw House
21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 269-2438

PS-2746



B 3639
8. Statement of Significance

It is not uncommon for g oups of people who cshare-—ethnic
identities to form urbar or rural settlements vhere the archi-
tecture, folklore, and other aspects of materialrculture were
actively pursued and tra“Q"wttﬂc within the oommunity. In

pite of the peculiar aspects of the black American's trek from
slavery to freedom, black people also responded to the struggle
for existerce by forming communities and settlements consciously.
What is needed is-an evaiuation of wﬂ@i is known about sites that
are significantly related to black hisfory. This evaluation re-
guires exoanding upon the historic sites 1nventory which is curr-
ently available and DTOVlulEE documentatior of spatiesl relatlonships,
functional characteristics, structural requirements, and modifica-
tions. Ideally, the findings here would be most significant where
we identify spnaces that were occupied by slaves, free blacks, in-
fluential black leaders, professiorals, working class, and poor
blacks within a reilevant comparative framework.

Trhe blzck town was formzlly conceived as scommunity following
Emarcipation and cdotted the Americar landscape from c. 1870 through
the 1930's. These were usuaily formel communitiec located along
an urvan accesgs route. The urban enclave, on the other hand, is

black settlement which typicaliy catePO“izeu the early cormunl—

ties t:at are historiczlly black irn Uroan1zed aress. It is pro-
tatly the most pervasive form of community in cities and its remnants
are extn“t throughout the United otates. Usually, & patrisrchal
cormunity was formed arcund a colored school or church, ernd houses
were built by the families who purchased lots from the patriarch
As eities grew, ithese:communities becarme annexszd by the city aud
formed tne basiec black district in the older areas. The grid plan

is the form deterrinent although a spatial analysis oi the relation-
ship petween spaces and nodal =zxis poirts whick qualify spatial hies-
archies is desperately neceded.

Hullisville, (Mt. Wineneg) wes settled in 1853 with the construc-
tion of the Sharp Street Yemoriel Africen Methodist Chapel. The
community wes estatlished by 1878 where home tuilding, roads and
service irstitutions were defining the coumunity. rost of the
heads of households were indeperdent artiisans, semi=-skilled labor-
ers, end craftsmen. The conception of the community was defined
by its racial homogeniety and the independent economic status of
the men.

A modified grid plan was developed by the community although
this .system may have been & resnonse tc a conccption of formality
rather tna a conscioucely designed program, This community is defined
by excentionally wide stireets, their axis being determired by na-
tural contours of the land rather than a forma. ldealized plan.

The form of the dominant house type in the early houses is vernac-
vlar, a detacred row POuse probably reminiscent of the city image
that the founding residents mwaintained.

Our problem is to deter“ine what relationstip the various
patterrs of settlement formation in black communities had to con-
centions of speace, time, and food design when these elements were
in control of the builder. We neCd %o u“nort Tﬁe preservation of

thece districts in order to contribute to urber design theory
krnicwledge of tihe ways in which race, class, and bpaue are integrally

related.
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B-3639

Malachi Ross House
2420 Huron Street
Block 7473 Lot 015
Baltimore City
Baltimore West Quad.
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B3639 Ross House
General View
Fern Eisner, photo 6/82
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